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University of California, Riverside
Ranked in the top 15 for best public universities in the nation and:
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UCR Facilities Services
We maintain buildings, facilities, and landscapes totaling over:
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About FS

• 17,200+ work orders processed last year.

• 100+ senior custodians servicing the 
campus 24 hours a day/7 days a week.

• 9 maintenance shops including 
locksmiths, electricians, HVAC-R 
technicians, carpenters, painters, 
plumbers, and more.

• 1,000 event support requests last year.

• Steam plant operates 24/7 — the heart 
of the utility infrastructure on campus.

4



Every day…
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UCR generates waste



UCR’s Waste Breakdown

Landfill

1,641
Recycle

515
Organics

297

Tons per year
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Our recycling & 
refuse team
• Services the entirety of campus 

including apartments, residence halls, 
and dining facilities.

• Administers 350+ dumpsters and 7 
compactors on campus.

• Consists of 4 staff overseeing 
operations.

7



Our goals

• Divert 90% of municipal solid waste, or MSW, from landfill 
through our Zero Waste program.

• We are currently diverting over 50% of the municipal 
waste previously sent to landfill.

• SB1383 & AB827 compliance.

• UCR Trash/ Recycle route Waste Characterization.

• We partner with organizations on campus:
• Office of Sustainability
• Environmental Health & Safety
• Dining Services
• Housing Services
• R’Garden
• GCAP
• UCR College Corps Fellows
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https://sustainability.ucr.edu/?_gl=1*b2ouos*_ga*MTQyNzc4NDcxLjE2ODc5NjMwODE.*_ga_S8BZQKWST2*MTcwMTM2ODc4Ny4yNjIuMS4xNzAxMzY5ODg5LjAuMC4w*_ga_Z1RGSBHBF7*MTcwMTM2ODc4Ny4yNjIuMS4xNzAxMzY5ODg5LjAuMC4w
https://ehs.ucr.edu/zero-waste?_gl=1*zjjgne*_ga*MTQyNzc4NDcxLjE2ODc5NjMwODE.*_ga_S8BZQKWST2*MTcwMTM2ODc4Ny4yNjIuMS4xNzAxMzY5OTAwLjAuMC4w*_ga_Z1RGSBHBF7*MTcwMTM2ODc4Ny4yNjIuMS4xNzAxMzY5OTAwLjAuMC4w
https://dining.ucr.edu/sustainability?_gl=1*zo2aia*_ga*MTQyNzc4NDcxLjE2ODc5NjMwODE.*_ga_S8BZQKWST2*MTcwMTM2ODc4Ny4yNjIuMS4xNzAxMzY5OTE4LjAuMC4w*_ga_Z1RGSBHBF7*MTcwMTM2ODc4Ny4yNjIuMS4xNzAxMzY5OTE4LjAuMC4w
https://housing.ucr.edu/
https://rgarden.ucr.edu/
https://www.gcapucr.com/
https://ucrcollegecorps.ucr.edu/


What is the UC Zero Waste program?
It’s imagining the world without waste —

• Aiming to e liminate  waste  and pollution in an economical, efficient, and 
visionary way

• So nothing is sent to landfills, burned/ buried, or harms the  environment.



Our progress
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UCR’s current 
diversion rate is 50%
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UC sustainable practices

• Prioritize waste reduction through reducing, reusing, 
recycling, and composting.

• Collaborate with outside vendors and companies to supply 
more reusable and recyclable products on campus.

• Support the sustainable management of waste to 
reduce atmospheric carbon emissions.

• Preference for prepackaged and sealed food brands that 
have locally compostable/recycled packaging options.

• Elimination of single -use items:

• Prohibit the distribution of plastic bags.

• Replace disposable single-use accessory items with 
reusables or locally compostable alternatives.

• Phase out the purchasing and distributing of single -
use plastic beverage bottles with non -plastic 
alternatives.

• Install more water refill stations.
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Zero waste resources on campus

ScotSurplus R’Pantry R’Garden R’Closet

Shredding/ 
E-Waste/ 
Cartridge 
Recycling 

A second-hand shop 
which offers a wide 

variety of 
technology, 

furniture, clothing, 
and supplies to 

students, staff, and 
the public.

A food and resource 
distribution site for 

students, faculty, and 
staff to reduce food-

insecurity on 
campus. They also 

take food donations.

Grows seasonal 
produce and is free 
to students, faculty, 

staff, and local 
community 
members. 

A professional 
secondhand clothing 

shop which offers 
blazers, dresses, 
shoes, and more. 

Students can pick up 
to three free items 

per quarter. 

Available through 
Campus Business 

Services and 
Receiving Services.
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Our next steps
• Increase outreach to campus community.
• Recycling Styrofoam.
• Composting animal bedding.
• Composting at residential halls and campus apartments.
• Apply to third party foodservice facilities that lease space or provide contracted services.
• Realign marketing and publication with state policy.
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Zero Waste Initiatives
• UC and Burrtec Waste Industries, Inc. partnership
• Bigbelly waste bins
• Centralized office waste bins



UCR Recycles Styrofoam

• We can now recycle large pieces 
of Styrofoam.

  
• Please place Styrofoam into the 

blue, recycle bins.

• Large Styrofoam that does not fit 
in the indoor blue bins need to be 
placed directly into the loading 
dock blue recycle bin.     

• We are communicating this 
change to customers to place 
Styrofoam in blue bins at labs, 
offices, and loading docks.
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UC and Burrtec partnership
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Burrtec Industries Inc. — material recovery
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Burrtec Industries Inc. — sustainable organics
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Dining and food composting
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Dining and food composting
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• Sent over 16,000 lbs of safe and edible food to R’Pantry, Basic 
Needs, and Inland Harvest in FY 2022-23.

• Use plant-based, compostable food containers and 
“bioplastic” utensils and straws.

• Repurpose cooking oil from the dining halls into biofuel. 
SB 1383 tracks pre- and post -consumer food waste on 
campus to help reduce waste in the future.  Goal to reduce 
food waste by 25%.

• Prohibit the distribution of plastic bags campus facilities like 
the HUB, the bookstore, and convenience stores.

• Goal to eliminate single -use plastics from campus food 
facilities by July 1, 2024.



Distributed over 
16,300 lbs of safe and 

edible food to R’Pantry, 
Basic Needs, and Inland 

Harvest in 2022-23.

Plant-fiber based, 
compostable food 

containers and 
“bioplastic” utensils and 

straws.  Goal to 
eliminate single-use 
plastics by 7/1/2024.

Cooking oil from the dining 
halls is repurposed and 

turned into biofuel. Utilizing 
SB 1383 to measure and 

track pre and post consumer 
food waste on campus to 

help reduce waste by 25%.

The distribution of plastic 
bags and food lids is 
prohibited in campus 

facilities like the HUB, The 
Bookstore, and 

convenience stores.

Putting Policy Into Action
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Bigbelly waste bins

• High-Capacity Stations (HC5)
• Modern waste management
• Compactors powered by solar panels 
• Real-time collections notifications
• No overflows or visible waste
• Eliminates pilfering
• No windblown litter access for critters
• Increases recycling and composting 
• Exhibits commitment to sustainability 
• Maintains a cleaner campus and aesthetics
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HC5 Units

55
Different 
Locations
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Bigbelly on campus
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Bigbelly dashboard
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Supervisor mobile application
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Minimize waste. Maximize recycling and composting.

15 trash 15 recycle 1 landfill 1 compost 1 recycleto
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Calculating cost and efficiencies:
• 15 trash and recycle cans vs. 3
• 15 liners vs. 3
• 15 pick ups vs. 3

Reduces to 1-2 minutes per can instead of 
15-30 minutes.

Centralized office waste bins



Campus zero waste signage
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How do I help?

• Follow signage and promote.

• Become a champion in your workspace. This limits landfill, accelerates 
recycling, and introduces composting at a local level.

• Getting up from your desk can burn 2 MET — metabolic equivalent task.
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Contact information
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facilities.ucr.edu

hassan.ghamlouch@ucr.edu

951.827.4850
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